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Foreword
Elizabeth Walpole (Victorian Senior of the Year, 2009) is well known and
respected across north east Victoria. Brought up in Geelong, she qualified
as a registered nurse but wanted more and so came up to Myrtleford while
waiting to do her midwifery. What began as a six month stint became a
lifelong experience as she was swept off her feet by a local farmer who
would take her out fishing. Marrying Roy, having five children and still
living in Whorouly, Elizabeth has developed a rich local knowledge, with a
deep understanding of farming and has extended this understanding into
the community, particularly in relation to health.
The following is paraphrased from a recording taken recently on Elizabeth’s
80th birthday:

“Caring is at the heart of good relationships, and good
relationships are the basis of everything, whether it be for one
another or for the environment one lives in.
The balance between fencing out land for native vegetation
and seemingly decreasing ones profitable acreage with
trees and understorey is a matter of good judgment and
finances… however a caring and good farmer can also become
depressed by their inability to control external factors, whether
environmental or cultural.
Walking through an undisturbed landscape, the flowers and
plants, can provide the tonic needed to help with depression…
the landscape can help to heal.
It is really all about balance… and the landscape is where you
have to go to get this balance.”
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Introduction
The landscape of the north east is a cultural and physical mosaic, reflecting
a complex original landscape now overlaid by an equally diverse pattern of
human settlement. The richness of the landscape, the wealth of flora, fauna
and, historically, the abundance of human talent is evident across the area
of this project.

The project area runs from the Alpine foothills to the Murray.

Stories and experiences found throughout the north east about the land,
its settlement and current challenges have been sought to inform the
beginnings of this project.
The Swamps, Rivers and Ranges project hopes to capture an understanding
of this landscape and its population. Efforts will be made towards restoring
areas within the north east to their original diversity and complexity, whilst
recognising the important and ongoing contribution of human settlement.
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Approach
North east Victoria is acknowledged as having a particularly diverse and
appealing landscape; a diversity of habitat and a diversity of agriculture
and settlement patterns. In calling the project Swamps, Rivers and Ranges
we are recognising the diversity of the landscape with the project area and
acknowledging its physical and cultural complexity.
Swamps, Rivers and Ranges is a community-driven landscape restoration
project that is designed to acknowledge and strengthen the relationships
between people and the landscapes they live in.
The Norman Wettenhall Foundation is a philanthropic organisation that
funds biodiversity conservation Australia-wide and landscape restoration
in the south east. The Foundation currently supports a program of
community-driven landscape restoration projects across Victoria.
The opportunity arose for The Norman Wettenhall Foundation to work
collaboratively with The Ian Potter Foundation, in supporting the
establishment of a new project in the landscape restoration program.
Funding, therefore, was given to begin Swamps, Rivers and Ranges.

Producing the Blueprint document is the first step along the way
in this new relationship with The Norman Wettenhall Foundation.
To find out more, go to www.nwf.org.au

The Blueprint is largely about listening and collecting information – what
has been achieved, and what would people like to see done in the future. The
Blueprint captures people’s thoughts, opinions and vision. The information
has been gathered from existing data and local knowledge.
We have allowed individuals and community groups to explore their district
via large, laminated maps. People could look at their local area in order to
map their successes, note what hasn’t worked well, and comment on what
work they would like to see happen in the future.
The project is inclusive – it will encourage input and involvement from
those on the ground. It will play to the strengths of the landscape, both
physical and cultural.
This is landscape restoration at a broad landscape scale – an inclusive and
workable vision is emerging which is the result of extensive consultation
with those who live within this landscape. It is this approach, with the
potential of considerable time and funding to complete specific projects
across the study area, that sets this landscape restoration project apart
from other projects undertaken previously.
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Committee of Management
The Committee of Swamps, Rivers and Ranges has representatives from many and varied backgrounds, with
diverse levels of environmental expertise and understanding.

Swamps, Rivers & Ranges (SRR) Committee of Management
Stephen Routledge Project Manager
Karen Tymms

Northeast Regional Manager - Trust for Nature (TFN)

Mary Anderson

Conservation Officer - TFN

Adrian Twitt

Wangaratta Sustainability Group

Bronwyn Chapman Manager - Environment and Community Safety, Rural City of Wangaratta (RCW)
Scott Draper

Environment and Sustainability Coordinator - RCW

Jenny Pena

Team Leader - Natural Resource Management, Indigo Shire Council (ISC)

Jenny Indian

Community member

Tom Croft

Landcare Team Leader - North East Catchment Management Authority (NECMA)

Richard McTernan

Aboriginal Liaison Officer - NECMA

Brendan Kennedy

Aboriginal Landcare Facilitator - NECMA

Andrew Briggs

Catchment Coordination - Ovens & King, NECMA

Jim Grant

CEO - Winton Wetlands (WW)

Julie Flack

Site Development Manager WW

Jenny Davidson

Chair - Rutherglen Landcare Group

Trevor Danger
and Gayle South

Local Landcare Facilitator - Ovens Landcare Network (OLN)

Phil Browne

Vegetation Management Officer - North East Region, Country Fire Authority (CFA)

As a Committee, and with the support of the Norman Wettenhall Foundation, we feel pleased to have
gathered this initial data together and privileged to be able to work with it for the benefit of both the
landscape and those who live within it.
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Relationships
Building trust and rapport amongst local communities, agencies and
groups is at the heart of this Blueprint and is fundamental to any future
success of Swamps, Rivers and Ranges.
Gathering the information, experiences and opinions of those within the
project area has clearly raised the profile of this work but, importantly, it
has allowed us to foster sound, functioning relationships amongst those
communities with which we will be working. Relationships are acknowledged
as at the basis of everything, whether with friends, neighbours, or those
with power over the landscape. To build and consolidate these relationships
across the study area is crucial to the future of this project.
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Linton Briggs AM

Jan and Ken Heywood

Farmer, Beekeeper
Glenrowan

Farmers
Murmungee

“We might reach a time in our civilisation,
and we may not, where it would be an
obligation of landholders to maintain
a certain percentage of their land under
native woodland. In my view it would be
a wonderful thing to happen...”

“It is the old shade tree out in the middle of
the paddock that is not there...”
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“Climate change is the elephant in
the room, I seriously believe in climate
change...the IPCC report is not nearly as
drastic as they percieve it to be. So you
have the whole idea of putting land aside
for nature...but on the other hand you are
building fire corridors...”

swampsriversandranges.org

Tim Lavers
Farmer/Carpenter
Indigo Valley
“I live in one of the last stands of
whitebox woodland in Victoria. I love
snakes and would love to get a Bush
Stone-curlew project going in this
country.
A lot of knowledge has been lost –
this property has three generations
of verbal history since 1880.”

John and Helen Van Riet
Spritual Environmentalists
Warby Ranges
“To me the most important aspect of
this landscape is the diversity of the
whole scene – in terms of hills, lower
areas, fauna and the tremendous
variety of birds.”
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Leith McKenzie
Planning Manager DEPI
Ovens Area Land and Fire
“The health of the landscape is
the most important thing. I look
at the landscape from what we as
Europeans have done and possibly
back to the Aboriginals, how they
changed it, what was there before
they were here. I don’t know if it is
a good thing but I like to keep local
local, like in indigenous species. My
background is in commercial forestry
both softwood and hardwood, I have
also spent a large number of years in
land management as well… so I have
a reasonable broad knowledge. As a
child I was brought up in the bush.”

Mary Anderson
TFN Field Officer
Greta South
“To me it is knowing that it will
always be there, realising of course
that it is going to have to change,
and it will be different...the biggest
pressure is us and the changing
climate. It is going to be different,
and coming to terms with that is
hard too, because we are going to
lose quite a few different species
potentially...”
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Eillen Collins

Brian Pritchard

Friends of Chiltern
Chiltern

Parks Victoria Manager
Beechworth

“Trying to educate people to respect the
landscape.”

“It is about being realistic and catering for
everything in the most appropriate way.”

Dennis Martin
Environmentalist, Spiritual/Psychology
Rutherglen
“I reckon the major one (what is
important to you in this landscape) is a
connection with the land.”
“We are living in a high anxiety state most
of the time.”
“We think it is great because we have got
all these modern systems but we don’t have
these core relationships.”
“If you can’t engage with the natural
community you are living in an
artificial environment.”

swampsriversandranges.org
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Stakeholders and partnerships
As with any project of this scale and approach, partnerships are pivotal to
any future success, as is including and involving stakeholders across the
study area.
Critical to this Blueprint has been the involvement of staff from a number
of government departments, staff from various agencies and organisations,
members of various local and regional groups, and specific individuals from
communities across the study area.
These include :

• Country Fire Authority (CFA)
• Trust for Nature (TFN)
• Friends of Chiltern Forest
• Department of Environment & Primary Industries (DEPI)
• Arthur Rylah Institute
• Rural City of Wangaratta
• Indigo Shire Council
• North East Catchment Management Authority (NECMA)
• Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority (GBCMA)
• Winton Wetlands Committee of Management
• Ovens Landcare Network
• Landcare Groups
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These Landcare Groups and their members have been central to the community engagement that is at the
heart of this Landscape Restoration project. Ovens Landcare Network Facilitators have been involved with our
committee during stage one of this process.

Landcare
Group Areas
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Indigenous Cultural Heritage
The Indigenous people of Australia have had deep physical and spiritual connections to country over tens
of thousands of years.

From what we understand from speaking to Indigenous elders, there are
supposedly three different groups within this region that have occupied
this landscape including Dhudhoroa, Bangerang and Yorta Yorta.
This area was known as Ovens Crossing Place after European settlement,
before the local Aboriginal name of Wangaratta was adopted. Wangaratta
is believed to mean either ‘resting (or nesting) place of Cormorants’ or
‘meeting of the waters’.
Evidence of Aboriginal occupation is everywhere in the landscape eg scar
trees for canoe making and housing, quarries for tool-making, and grave
sites.
Wherever there was water, there would be evidence of Aboriginal people
living there. It’s well known that wetlands throughout Australia were the
most resource-rich landscapes and were favoured by Aboriginal people in
terms of settlement and meeting places for trade, settling disputes, and
seeking marriage partners.
The wetlands and billabongs, as well as the floodplains that join the rivers,
flooded each spring. The reeds grew very tall and local Aboriginal people
burnt paths through them to reach the river. Reeds and rushes were used
to make nets and baskets, and for food. The rushes were chewed and then
twisted by rubbing them on the thigh.
The floodplains provided food and other resources to the local people – the
River Red Gums provided bark for shelter, tools and canoes. Typical canoes
from this area were made from a single sheet of River Red Gum bark. Trees
with ‘scars’ from canoe making can still be seen along the rivers today.
Foods for the Aboriginal people included fish, shellfish, ducks, pelicans,
black swans, other water birds, snakes, frogs, echidna, goanna, wombat,
turtle, koala, kangaroo and emu.
Aboriginal people and elders are involved in the Swamps Rivers and Ranges
group. There appears to be a need for a project that gathers together
information about Indigenous people in this landscape – their occupation,
and what sites were important to them.

swampsriversandranges.org
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European Cultural Heritage
Alongside our strong Indigenous cultural presence, the north east of Victoria has a rich European history.
Whilst only fleeting in terms of time, the impacts of European settlement on our space is profound: the
strong cultural ties within, and without, this landscape; the connection that individuals and communities
feel for the land; the physical, anthropogenic monuments and landmarks; the physical shaping of our
environment and the landscape – all part of the complex matrix that overlays the region.
Knowing what has occurred in the past, and how it is influencing the present, is key to shining a light
into what yet may be. Whether that is physically grappling with the impacts of gold dredging, or the
intricacies of cultural influences on land management, exploring and understanding this history is critical.

1824 – Hume and Hovell expedition. On 24th November they crossed the
Ovens River near Whorouly (and folklore has it that Ovens & King River Trust
foreman, Harold Gambold, showed Hume and Hovell the most suitable
place to ford the river).
1838 – George Faithfull first squatted in the Wangaratta district with his
cattle and sheep, first settling on the Bontharambo Plains but soon made a
move to Oxley Plains because of conflict with the local aborigines. Thomas
Rattray built a hut on the banks of the Ovens River (at the site of the now
Sydney Hotel) founding a settlement known as ‘Ovens Crossing’.
8th Sept 1838 – Reverend Joseph Docker arrived in the district and settled
on the Bontharambo Plains, occupying the hut that George Faithfull had
previously built and abandoned. Unlike the Faithfulls, Docker was able to
form an alliance with the Aboriginal people.
1840 – G.E. Mackay settled the Whorouly Run and W. Chapman settled the
Murmungee Run.
1848 – Ovens Crossing was given the name ‘Wangaratta’ by surveyor
Thomas Wedge.
1852 – Gold was discovered at May Day Hills (Beechworth).
1880s – Rabbits reach plague proportions throughout the district.
1892 – English trout were first introduced into the Ovens River.
1901 – The first of the massive gold dredges make an appearance. By 1911
there were around forty large dredges operating in the Ovens Valley. This
has had an impact on the health of the landscape.
1917 – Disastrous floods throughout the district. Six people drown in
Wangaratta attempting to escape rising flood water.
1940s – An alarming deterioration of catchments became evident and
was being documented. Land clearing and cultivation had accelerated the
normally slow erosion processes by many magnitudes.
1984 – A task force formed to advise the Government on actions to be
taken to mitigate the alarming catchment degradation throughout Victoria
24th Jan 1989 – Ovens River Management Board (ORMB) formed, the
forerunner of the ‘whole of catchment’ approach to waterway management.
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This is what we know about the
current health of the landscape
NaturePrint is a range of on-line products being developed by the State
Government to integrate and analyse their best statewide information
(available through DEWLP databases) about biodiversity values, threatening
processes and ecosystem function at the landscape scale. It provides a
consistent basis to help better understand the synergies and trade-offs
involved in policy options and operational decisions.
NaturePrint provides simple-to-use outputs for:
• Biodiversity decision-making including strategic planning (Regional
Growth Plans and Regional Catchment Strategies);
• Targeting efforts (Victorian Investment Framework, Communities for
Nature and the Victorian Weeds and Pests program);
• Regulatory frameworks (public land management).
NaturePrint is not a decision-making process; rather it is aiming to integrate
a range of complex information to more easily and consistently inform
such decisions and provide this in a ‘fit for purpose’ and ‘easy access’ form.
Ultimately, decisions impacting on biodiversity outcomes will also be
influenced by a mix of other factors such as feasibility, cost, resources,
community attitudes, emerging environmental markets, government policy
tools (e.g. regulation, price-based incentives, education and information)
and other drivers such as landholder values, world markets and commodity
prices, and land value.
This map at a glance identifies areas in red which have a high contribution
to natural values within the project area.
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Threatened
Flora &
Fauna
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Threatened Flora & Fauna
Significant Flora
The Project area contains a wide range of habitats, from mountains
and foothills to the lower Ovens Heritage River and Murray floodplains
and wetlands. This area contains remnants of a number of nationally
(Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, EPBC)
listed threatened ecological communities, including White Box-Yellow BoxBlakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland, Grey Box
Grassy Woodlands and Derived Native Grasslands, Seasonal Herbaceous
Wetlands, Buloke Woodlands and small areas of Natural Grasslands of the
Murray Valley Plains.
Some individual species listed as endangered occur in the area, including:
Mt Pilot Spider-orchid (Caladenia pilotensis), Crimson Spider-Orchid
(Caladenia concolor), Deane’s Wattle (Acacia deanei subsp. deanei), and
Smooth Darling-pea (Swainsona galegifolia).
Significant Fauna
The Project area is home to numerous endangered species, including birds
such as Regent Honeyeater, Swift Parrot, Grey-crowned Babbler, Bush
Stone-curlew and Barking Owl. Other species include Squirrel Glider, Trout
Cod and Macquarie Perch. The Brolga, as used in the project logo, is a
vulnerable and rarely seen species in the area.
Many of these species require conservation of limited habitats, as well as
actions to reduce threats such as pest impacts, in order to ensure their
continued survival.

swampsriversandranges.org
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Significant
Wetlands
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Significant Waterways & Wetlands
The conservation value, natural water regime, and the relative intactness
of the majority of the Ovens River system make it unique in the MurrayDarling Basin.
The Ovens Heritage River is one of the eight nationally important wetlands
listed in the region. The relatively intact River Red Gum canopy associated
with Lower Ovens River is considered one of the healthiest in the MurrayDarling Basin.
The junction of the Ovens and Murray Rivers is the largest riverine wetland
complex in the region and part of the largest mid river storage on the
Murray River. This complex system supports some of the best inland native
fisheries in the Murray-Darling Basin.
The Ovens River floodplain and associated waterways forms an important
connection between the Murray River Corridor, Warby-Ovens National Park
and the Chiltern-Mt Pilot National Park. Black Swamp is one of the eight
nationally important wetlands listed in the region.
Stands or remnant patches of significant vegetation can be found along
most parts of the waterways. The large, older trees (sometimes single
paddock trees) within the system are noteworthy – they play an important
habitat role in the system, connecting larger patches of remnant vegetation
to the waterways.
The Winton Wetlands have historically been an important site for waterbirds
in Victoria. Vegetation of the area consists of a number of wetland Ecological
Vegetation Classes.

swampsriversandranges.org
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From the outset of this project the Country Fire Authority have been an integral part of our landscape
restoration vision. Our project area spreads over CFA regions 23 and 24. With the help of their Regional
Vegetation Officer, the opportunity arises for further community involvement and understanding of vegetation
and fire. This is integral to developing and building linkages between biodiverse areas in the landscape. This
committee sees this partnership with the regional CFA as a vital reltionship in landscape restoration.
The Country Fire Authority is keen to work with organisations and agencies involved in land management
and revegetation programs with a view to achieving outcomes that reflect both biodiversity and bushfire risk
management objectives.
The CFA Vegetation Management Program and the Vegetation Management Officers located in the Regions
can provide advice on aspects of revegetation and landscaping for bushfire. CFA advice includes the selection
of species, location and arrangement of plantings, ongoing management, and the provision of safe access and
egress for communities and fire suppression resources in times of emergencies.
The CFA perspective is that:
•
•
•
•
•

Revegetation should reflect the EVC for a locality and should not be such that the plantings alter the EVC
Re-vegetation programs should carefully consider previously identified areas of risk
Restoration projects may have to make some compromises to meet community safety outcomes
Alternatively, projects can be directed to areas that pose least risk to community safety
The CFA is happy to advise on how fire may behave in particular
landscapes and under differing conditions to assist with planning
of restoration projects.

Phil Browne
Vegetation Management Officer

Indigenous use of fire
Fire played a very important part in the lives of Australia’s Indigenous people. Not
only did it serve basic functions such as food and keeping people warm at night,
but also it was an essential part of land management. Over tens of thousands of
years, Indigenous people learnt to use fire in a way that kept the environment in
balance. This did not mean that sometimes some ecosystems were not changed or
that vegetation patterns in some areas were not altered. But most opinions today
are that the effects on the landscape through the way Indigenous people used
fire were far less destructive than what has occurred since European settlement.
Opportunities and potential projects:
• To work towards capturing knowledge of Indigenous burning practices;
• Determining which parts of the Indigenous burning practices can be easily and practically adapted into
contemporary land management practices;
• Increase the understanding and awareness of the use of Indigenous fire practices as long term management
tools used by the Indigenous peoples.

swampsriversandranges.org
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Significant Roadside Vegetation
“The primary function of a road is to provide safe vehicle access routes for
the transport of people, goods and services. However, many roadsides also
support important biodiversity values as they retain remnants of native
vegetation and wildlife habitats that were once widespread throughout
the landscape. As many functioning roads have been separated (i.e.
fenced) from the adjoining agricultural, industrial or residential land uses
they have not been cleared or significantly modified in comparison to
adjoining freehold land. Therefore, biodiversity conservation is another
very important function of road reserves.
Roadsides often provide the only habitat connections to other native
vegetation remnants in heavily cleared rural landscapes in the Indigo Shire
(e.g. Rutherglen area). In some parts of the Shire, roadside vegetation
represents the sole remaining habitat for many indigenous plant and
animal species and without roadside habitats these species would be
locally extinct. Roadsides also complement land protection and habitat
restoration efforts (e.g. revegetation) on adjoining land tenures.
Roadsides are integral to achieving this goal and other State and local
policy objectives through providing:
• links for fauna movement;
• locations for utility services assets;
• wildlife habitat;
• biological diversity;
• foundations and framework for landscape connectivity and restoration;
• important historic, cultural and natural landscape values;
• aesthetic values for tourism;
• assistance with the control of land degradation and road integrity
(erosion, water table control etc);
• areas for planned fire management;
• windbreaks and shelter belts; and
• access for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders.”
“Roadside Conservation Management Plan, Indigo Shire Council, 2011. Pg 10)
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Significant
Roadside
Vegetation
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Waterwatch

28

SWAMPS, RIVERS AND RANGES  BLUEPRINT

|

swampsriversandranges.org

Waterwatch
The North East Community Waterways Monitoring Program aims to
educate the community about catchment and river health. The program
recognises rivers and wetlands are diverse and complex and therefore
provide economic and social wealth within communities. The program also
fosters and continues to develop partnerships and alliances to help expand
the scope and the reach of the program. Waterwatch has an important role
in working with other organisations to help foster informal and responsible
attitudes and behaviours within the community.
Waterwatch continues to implement the water quality data collection
through the training and support of adult water quality monitors to raise
awareness of stream health and condition in the region. Currently the
program is very well developed in the Ovens catchment – with a strong
network of volunteers and new hi-tech equipment providing better
accuracy in results. In 2014, 50 volunteers, collected monthly water
quality data from over 80 sites across the North East CMA region. All data
is monitored monthly in accordance with state guidelines and is stored on
the online Waterwatch Data Management System (WDMS).

SEED
The School Environment Education Directory (SEED) is an extension to
the CMA’s Waterwatch program that aims to increase awareness about
the health of our waterways for students in the region. The SEED program
provides opportunities for future generations to be engaged in river
health activities and have exposure to a range of education resources
relevant to the north east. SEED is a collaborative project (North East CMA
and NevRwaste) with the strategic direction guided by the Committee of
Management. The success and strength of SEED is not only in the resources
it can provide but also in its partnerships and networking.
For more information go to www.seed.vic.gov.au
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Nature
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Trust for Nature
Trust for Nature is focused on private land conservation in Victoria and is
pleased to support the landscape vision of the Swamps Rivers and Ranges
Project.
Trust for Nature developed its conservation covenant program so
landholders could permanently protect and manage significant natural
areas, native plants and wildlife on private land. A conservation covenant
is a permanent, legally-binding agreement placed on a property’s title
to ensure native vegetation on the property is protected forever. The
agreement is voluntary and negotiated between Trust for Nature and each
individual landowner. Trust for Nature’s covenanting program falls under
the Victorian Conservation Trust Act 1972.
Land with natural, cultural or scientific values can be protected under a
conservation covenant. Such land may have threatened plants or animals,
or be one of the last remaining patches of intact natural habitat in the area.
Alternatively, the property may form part of an important wildlife corridor,
or act as a buffer to protect a neighbouring bush property, National Park or
conservation reserve. The protection of habitat is one of the most important
actions that can be taken to help conserve biodiversity.
Improving the viability of ecosystems and species at a landscape scale is an
objective that lies at the core of effective conservation programs. Trust for
Nature aims to target those areas on private land that support the largest
extent or largest populations of priority ecosystems and threatened species.
To achieve this objective the Statewide Conservation Plan identified 12
focal ‘landscapes’ across Victoria. The focal landscape shown on the map
opposite is an area of at least 20,000 hectares in size that contains extensive
private land areas with important biodiversity values.
www.trustfornature.org.au
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